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Central Manitoulin Historical Society 
 

zPreserving Our Past z 

CMHS is dedicated to the collection and preservation of 
materials, pictures and artifacts from the Pioneer Period 

The Year 2017 - Canada’s 150th Year 
• Again this year, our museum season officially started on 

International Museum Day, May 18, 2017, when we held 
our Historical Walking Tour of Mindemoya, Jean’s Walk 
Part II. It started at Jake’s (Wagg’s General Store) and ended 
at the home of Jean Harfield. We appreciated the use of the 
microphone, donated to the CMHS by Perry Anglin, so that 
everyone could hear what was being explained. 
Refreshments were served at the Welcome Centre at the 
conclusion of the walk. 

• On May 17, 2017, Norma Hughson, Dorothy Glasby, Doug 
Tracy, Jan McQuay and Pat Costigan attended the meeting 
of the Manitoulin Museums held at the Misery Bay 
Provincial Park Visitor Centre. Gaynor Orford gave us an 
interesting tour their great facility. 

• On June 14, 2017 our CMHS held their Annual Dinner at 
the Sandfield General Store and Country Kitchener. Linda 
Farquhar presented Norma Hughson and Pat Costigan with 
handmade wooden planters to thank them for all the work 
they have done over the years for the CMHS. Norma and 
Pat have now officially retired as Co-Curators of the 
Society. We all enjoyed the very delicious meal served in 
this historic building.  

• On June 22, 2017, over 80 students from Central Manitoulin 
Public School participated in our “Music at the Museum” 
Program and a tour of the log cabin and barns. Again, we 
were fortunate to have great music provided by Darrell 
Dewar, Lyle Dewar and Bob Frederick.  
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• The Dewar brothers have a wonderful way of interacting with the children! And with the adults!! Some 
baby ducks and kittens were an added attraction. Serving ice cream cones in the covered bridge was an 
enjoyable way to finish the day. 

• Our Museum Opening Day was held on Sunday, July 1, 2017. We served Canadian inventions: Nanaimo 
Bars, Butter Tarts and Manitoulin Caesars. Our student Museum Attendants this year were Dexter 
Bowerman, Carolyn Glasby, and Cole King. We want to thank them for all they did to make the museum 
tours interesting to all our visitors During the summer months, our museum was open to the public all week 
from 9 p.m. to 6 p.m., including weekends, 

• Each year we try to add a couple of new exhibits to keep people coming back. New exhibits this year 
featured “Personal Hygiene in Pioneer Times” and a selection of our treasured quilts: The Silver Bay 
Church Quilt, The W.I. Wagon Wheel 1923 Quilt, the Ethel Love 16 Patch Quilt and our oldest quilt, a 
1913 Carnarvon Signature Quilt . Other exhibits included: The Love Family with a focus on Making Maple 
Syrup, a wonderful collection of dolls and teddy bears made by one of our members, Lorene Martell, 
Everyday Things Invented in Canada, Manitoulin Fossils displayed by William Scott, Museum Mysteries, 
and a picture display of Early Businesses in Central Manitoulin. Our exhibit on Ethel Mulvany, Prisoner of 
War, continues to create a lot of interest for our visitors. 

• Our Covered Bridge is now completely filled with the family trees of our early settlers. Special thanks to 
Royce Blackwood for building more wooden frames. We had hoped to have almost 150 family trees to 
celebrate Canada’s 150th birthday. We will continue to add more each year, so if you have a family tree that 
you are willing to share, we strongly encourage you to bring it to the museum. 

• On many Saturday mornings, you would find Lorene Martell and Pat Costigan at the Mindemoya Market 
with their display of CMHS books, maps and photo albums. There were always lots of people interested in 
all the items. 

• Separate albums featuring all the great photographs from our past exhibits were also on display: School 
Buses, The Red Cross Hospital, the Farquhar Family, Wagg’s Store and Creamery. 

• For the past several years, our Central Manitoulin Historical Society has recognized the need for a 
permanent curator for our museum. Several of the other communities on the Manitoulin already have a 
curator employed at their museums. A letter was sent to Council asking them to look for funding for a full 
time Curator or one for up to 6 months of the year. So this year Nancy Kinoshameg, our Central Manitoulin 
Economic Development Officer, successfully applied for a Grant for the Internship Program to obtain a 
curator. The Internship Program is for a 52 week period. CMHS was to pay 10 percent of the curator’s 
salary plus benefits. We were thrilled with this news of a new curator and very excited when Caty Virostek 
accepted the position and moved to the Manitoulin! 

• We want to thank Jane Palmer for the interesting presentation she made at one of our CMHS meeting, 
outlining the different aspects of our museum, with recommendations for expansion and the future of our 
facility. 

• In response to a request for another walking tour at a time when more people could attend, it was decided 
to hold another Jean’s Walk Part II on a Sunday afternoon. About 20 people joined us on Sunday, August 27 
at 2 p.m. Refreshments were again served at the conclusion of our walk. 

• At the September CMHS meeting, members were informed of a motion to be made at the next Central 
Manitoulin Council Meeting recommending the demolition of the Mindemoya Continuation School. As a 
result, our CMHS sent a request to Council asking to speak to this topic at the next council meeting. Letters 
and calls were also made by CMHS members. When we received permission to address council, Ted 
Williamson was selected as the spokesperson. A large group of supporters attended the meeting. Ted made 
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a very convincing and successful presentation to Council which resulted in a committee being formed to 
look at options for the school building. The Mindemoya Old School Repurposing Committee is made up 
of the following members: Ted Williamson - Chairperson, Councillor Alex Baran, Sam Bondi, Councillor 
Linda Farquhar, Hal Love, Jan McQuay, Joanne Smith, Mayor Richard Stephens, and Economic 
Development Officer, Nancy Kinomesheg. The committee was given one year to come up with a plan for 
the use of the school. 

• We continue to have visitors checking out our Central Manitoulin Historical Society Facebook page. If 
you have any suggestions on what you would like to see displayed there, please let us know. 

• We have several ongoing projects that still need help. If you are interested in any of the following, please 
contact us: 1. Early Homes of Campbell Township  2. Photographs and stories of our Central Manitoulin 
Veterans.  3. Churches of Central Manitoulin  4. Reeves of the townships of Central Manitoulin  5. 
Family Trees of our early pioneers. 

• You may hear the “tinkling of the ivories” at the Welcome Centre/Museum this summer. We now have an 
outside piano for any musicians or “want-to-be” musicians visiting the museum or the Welcome Centre. 
The piano was generously donated by Fred and Carolyn Hunter and originally come from Roland and 
Madonna Aeschlimann. Perhaps this summer it will get a bright coat of paint to entice visitors to play it. 

• New donations to the museum this year included: the S.S.#1 Sandfield Daily School Register for 1895 
from Mary Lochead, a New Holland Baler, Allis Chalmers Baler and a Fire House Reel.  

• As one of the final events of the year, Norma Hughson and Caty Virostek attended the Manitoulin Island 
Museums meeting in Gore Bay held in November. 

• As you can see, our year has been a very busy and productive one! We are always looking for new 
members, so if you know anyone who would be interested in joining the CMHS, please give them a copy 
of this newsletter. 

Advertisement from the 1923 Continuation School Yearbook 

Note: The Cushing General Store was a large two-storey building with a basement, located on the west side 
of Williamson’s Hardware Store, where the Post Office is now located. 

Note from the Editor: This newsletter should have been completed by the end of January. Unfortunately, 
due to health reasons, it is about 6 months late!! 
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Jean ’s  Walk  Par t  2  -  May  18  & Aug .  27 ,  2017
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CMHS Membe r  Lunch e on  June14 ,  2017  ˝
a t  t h e  Sand fi e l d  Gen e ra l  S t o r e  & Coun t r y  Ki t c h en

CMHS Executive - 2017 
 President - Ted Taylor   705-377-5649   tedeve@amtelecom.net 
 Past President - Bill Taylor  705-377-5140   bgtaylor@amtelecom.net  
 Vice-President - Linda Farquhar 705-377-6619   biglakelin@amtelecom.net  
 Secretary - Kellie Hunter  705-377-5954   khunter@amtelecom.net 
   Dorothy Glasby    705-377-4140   glasbdor@ymail.com 
 Treasurer - Ruth Frawley   705-377-5700   centralm@amtelecom.net 

 Curator - Caty Virostek   519- 383-4556  caty.virostek@gmail.com 
    
 Newsletter Editor - Pat Costigan  705- 377-6640  patriciawilliamson39@gmail.com
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mailto:patriciawilliamson39@gmail.com
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“Mus i c  a t  t h e  Museum”  Sch o o l  Vi s i t  June22 ,  2017

Thanks to Richard Stephens and Ted Taylor for organizing this annual event. Thanks also to Mrs. Davy, Ms. 
Ferguson, Miss Woods, Mrs. King, Mrs. Hagman, Ms. Musquetier (Mrs. Cooper ) and Mrs. McDermid for 
bringing their wonderful students on this tour!

Lorene Martell’s ˝
Dolls and Teddy Bears

Making Maple Syrup

Canadian Inventions & Ethel 
Mulvany DisplaySome  2017  Museum Di sp l a y s
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Our Pioneer Museum’s Haner Frame Barn 1921 from Campbell Township 

   In 1998 Harvey Haner and the Haner family donated this frame barn to the Central Manitoulin Historical 
Society to store the growing collection of horse drawn and oxen drawn farming and timber equipment. 
Harvey Haner (1919-2004) was one of the original members of the Central Manitoulin Historical Society.  
   This frame barn was rebuilt by Conestogo carpenters of Waterloo, Ontario in a three week period between 
Oct. 12, 1999 and Oct. 29, 1999. The present site at the museum was prepared, the building was dismantled 
and transported to the Pioneer Museum grounds, and cleanup of both locations was done by members of the 
Historical Society and volunteers. Members involved were Burt Cooper, Harve Haner, George Fuller, 
Douglas Lanktree, Robert Runnalls, Charlie McKinlay and Richard Stephens. Community volunteers were 
James Henderson, Royce Blackwood, Ransford Galbraith, Wallace Campbell, Graham Fogal, Adam 
Macdonald, Douglas Becks, Elwyn Shaw (tractor), John Seabrook (windows), Harve Haner (tractor), Bob 
McCulligh (a barn timber), and Perry Anglin (accommodation for the carpenters).  
   This type of barn fell into disuse in the 1960s and 1970s when farmers began baling their hay in big round 
bales and feeding it to their cattle in feeders outside. Many of these barns have fallen down because of 
disuse and neglect. The Pioneer Museum is preserving this one as a sample of a disappearing style of barn 
architecture and to house the farm implements that were used with that period of agriculture. 
Note: This barn is about 8-10 feet shorter than the original.  The extra height was not needed to display all of 
our farm machinery. 

========================================== 

Harvey Haner

Advertisement in the 1923 Mindemoya Continuation School Yearbook
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Other Events &Activities 

Edythe Dixon, Dorothy Glasby & Pat Costigan 
displaying CMHS books, maps, etc. at the 

Saturday Mindemoya Market!

Central Manitoulin Historical Society Meeting 
September 13, 2017

Royce Blackwood and Burt Cooper examining 
new donations to the museum

Ted Williamson addressing the Central 
Manitoulin Municipal Council at their meeting 
on September 28, 2017, concerning the future of 
the Mindemoya Continuation School.

September 2017 meeting of CMHS members to 
discuss the future possibilities of the Mindemoya 
Continuation/Consolidated School.
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Meet our new Curator, Caty Virostek  

   I grew up in southwestern Ontario on a farm outside of Corunna. I volunteered at a local museum since I 
was young, and always liked going to museums. I had never given much thought to making that my career 
though, and since I was good at drawing, I decided to go into animation instead. After high school I went 
to St. Clair College in Windsor for three years for their animation program and after that I took a few years 
off to save up some money and figure out what I wanted to do next.  
   Then, in 2016 I decided I wanted to go back to school, this time for museum management. I applied to 
the Museum Management and Curatorship program at Fleming College in Peterborough for the fall of 
2016 and was accepted. The third semester of our program is an internship, which I spent at a museum in 
Fort St. John in British Columbia. After my internship was over, I applied for any museum job I saw that 
interested me, which led me to the job posting for the Pioneer Museum in Mindemoya. I remembered 
visiting the Island when I was younger and had fond memories of it. So, after I applied and had a phone 
interview, I was offered the job. I’ve enjoyed working and living on the Island so far, even if the winter 
dragged on longer than normal!  

Caty Virostek 

      CMHS Curator’s Report June 2018 

Since starting my job at the Pioneer Museum as the Curator Intern on Oct. 1, 1917, I’ve been very busy! 
I have researched all the records in the database, one by one, and edited them as needed. I have ensured 
that each record has a photograph with correct labeling and information. I’ve gone through 17 years’ 
worth of records so far! I’ve also started an inventory of the collection itself, to record what we have on 
each shelf making sure everything is where it should be, to correspond with each database record.  

I have attended board meetings regularly, as well as two additional meetings with all the other 
Manitoulin Museums in October and May. I’m busy right now rearranging museum furniture and getting 
displays set up for the summer season.  

One possible project I’d like to do next is a rehousing of the textiles in the collection by buying proper 
textile boxes and packing the artifacts away safely. I’d like to do a full inventory of the outbuildings as 
well, and then perhaps reorganize some of the artifacts in these buildings. There are always new and 
different ways to improve our exhibits. 

This is a challenging and rewarding job! 
Caty Virostek
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The House that Frank Built! 
#5994 Hwy 542 - Lot 22 Con. 4 

(The Van Horne, Kerr, Wood, Seabrook House) 

   The first settlers on this property were David & Sarah (Lynch) Williamson, who came from Ayr, Ontario, in 
1880 with their family. The only reminder of their stay is an old water pump. The family moved to a farm on 
Lake Mindemoya in 1883. 

   The next owner was Francis Wagg in April 1916, and then he sold it to Frank 
Van Horne in June 1916. Frank Van Horne, born in 
1880 in Uxbridge, Ontario, was the son of George & 
Sarah (Storey) Van Horne. Frank was raised on the 
farm next door. Frank became a great carpenter and 
framer at an early age. He built a number of houses 
all over the island. He also worked out west and when 
his father died in 1915, he came home and built this 
house for his mother, Sarah. He and his mother lived 
here until she died in 1939. Frank Van Horne sold a 
section of the land for the Mindemoya Consolidated School in 1938. In 1949 he 
sold more land to the 
township for the Community 
Centre.  

   In 1950, Frank & Thelma Kerr 
became the next owners. Frank Kerr had married Thelma 
Hindle in 1943. Thelma taught school for 34 years on the 
Manitoulin and in Massey. When Frank Van Horne sold 
the farm to the Kerrs, he built himself a house on a lot at 
the foot of the lane. One of the pieces of furniture that 

Photo by Vivienne Rattray-Eaton

The Williamson Pump

Frank Van Horne

The house that Frank built for his mother.
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Frank Van Horne moved from the farm house was the bake cupboard. When Frank died, the cupboard 
was sold to Jack Seabrook, who took it to the club house at Brookwood Brae Golf Course. Frank Van 
Horne lived alone here in his second home for 18 years. 

   In 1962, Charlie and Irene (Tann) 
Wood bought the house and property. 
Charlie constructed large steel 
buildings on this farm that are now 
used for the farm museum.  

   In August 1974, Jack & Marion 
Seabrook bought this property. Jack 
Ellsworth Seabrook was born in 
Chatsworth in 1923 and came to live in Mindemoya in 1931. He met 
Marion in 1941 while working for her parents at the tourist camp on 

Treasure Island. In 1943, he went to war serving in Germany and Holland. Jack married Marion 
Hodgson, daughter of Joe & Jean (Tustian) Hodgson in 1953. When Jack and Marion bought the farm, 
they moved the old Van Horne cupboard back to its original location in the farm house. Marion said that 
it was still the most efficient cupboard in the whole house. Jack and Marion raised 6 children: Cathy, 

Deb, John, Diana, Mark and Vanda. 
  Over the years, Jack and Marion developed the Brookwood Brae Golf 
Course and Jack’s Agriculture Museum. Marion was an inspiring teacher! 
Upon retiring from teaching Marion began Hawberry Habit, with her sister 
Joanne. She authored two wonderful books, Once Upon An Island and 
Touched by An Island, and performed them as plays. She co-created the 
Manitoulin Game, Back in the Day. Jack passed away in 2003 and Marion 
in 2014. 

  

Sources: Carnarvon Millennium Books: Lot 22 Con. 4, Land Registry Records, CMHS Archives, Marion 
Hodgson Seabrook 

==========================================================================

Marion Hodgson Seabrook

Charlie & Irene (Tann) Wood.

Jack’s Agriculture Museum

Large Steel Building
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At one of our CMHS meetings this year, Norma Hughson served a delicious cake, called a Queen Elizabeth Cake.  

Historical Notes for the Queen Elizabeth Cake 

     It is not clear where the name for Queen Elizabeth Cake actually comes from. Apparently the recipe might have been 
sold, for 15 cents a copy, as a fund-raiser during the Second World War, and as Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother, was 
very popular in Canada and rallied Canadians during the war, it may have been named in her honour. The recipe was also 
sold as a fundraiser after the war, by Brownies [1] [2].  
     It definitely appeared in war-time cookbooks during the 1940s. It re-appeared in Canadian cookbooks in 1953, for the 
coronation of Queen Elizabeth II, and since then, due to its ease, has been a staple at country fairs ever since. It is also 
known in the UK and in the States, though it's not as ubiquitous there as it is in Canada. It appeared in the States by the 
early 1950s, being introduced by Canadian connections. [3]  
     It is very closely related to Lazy Daisy cake (which doesn't have the dates) and Sticky Toffee pudding.In the 1950s 
and 1960s, it was even used as a wedding cake [4], often tiered. [5] 
Sources
[1] In and Out of Town Column. Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada: The Lethbridge Herald. 1 June 1953. Page 14.  
[2] Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada: Winnipeg Free Press. 11 October 1995. Page 26.  
[3] My Favorite Recipe column. Lebanon, Pennsylvania: Lebanon Daily News. 18 February 1954. Page 36.  
[4] Galveston, Texas: Galveston Daily News. 30 December 1959. Page 5.  
[5] Baytown, Texas: The Baytown Sun. 2 December 1966. Page 9.

========================

Norma Hughson’s Queen Elizabeth Cake

"A scrumptious date nut cake that is truly fit for a queen. It is crowned with a broiled coconut topping." 
1 h 30 m         
 1 cup boiling water  
 1 cup dates, pitted and chopped  
 1/4 cup butter, softened  
 1 cup white sugar  
 1 egg  
 1 teaspoon vanilla extract  
 1 1/2 cups all-purpose flour  
 1 teaspoon baking soda 
 1 teaspoon baking powder  
 1/2 teaspoon salt 
 1/2 cup chopped walnuts (or pecans)  

1. Pour boiling water over dates in a small bowl, and let stand until cool. 
2. Measure flour, baking powder, soda, salt, and nuts into a small bowl. Stir to mix. 
3. Cream 1/4 cup butter or margarine and white sugar together in a mixing bowl; beat in egg and vanilla. Add 

flour mixture to creamed mixture in three parts alternately with date mixture in two parts, beginning and 
ending with dry mixture. Spread batter into a greased 9 x 13 inch pan. 

4. Bake at 350 degrees F (175 degrees C) for 30 to 40 minutes, or until an inserted wooden pick comes out 
clean. 

5. To Make Topping: Mix coconut, brown sugar, 6 tablespoons butter and cream in a small saucepan over 
medium heat. Boil for three minutes. Spread over warm cake, and brown under broiler. 

Note: Can be made a day or two in advance. Freezes well.

Topping:  1 cup flaked coconut  
  2/3 cup packed brown sugar  
  6 tablespoons butter  
  1/4 cup cream
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We are still looking for more Family Trees or Family Histories! 

Although we were aiming to have 150 Family Trees for Canada’s 150th  birthday, 
we did not quite make it! However these are some of the family trees that we do 
have.

Blackie, John & Mary (George) 
Bassingthwaite Family 
Bock, Benjamin & Mary Ann Woods 
Bond, George and Frances Charlotte Cooke 
Bowyer, Henry & Margaret Hossack 
Brown, Ai & Mary Ann Chamber 
Buck, Martin & Lydia Ann Beam 
Caddel, Donald & Janet McDonald 
Cannard, William & Anna Gould 
Conley, James Henry & Lydia Pipher 
Cooper, John Perkins & Elizabeth Bennett 
Cussen/Cushing, James & Mary Guinane 
Dewar, Henry & Jane McDonald 
Dryden, James Henry & Annie Hodgson 
Farquhar, William & Jane Nixon 
Ferguson, Charles Peter & Catherine Jane 
McDonald 
Fowler, John & Margaret Isabel Campbell 
Galbraith, Laughlin & Janet Cameron 
Galbraith Family 
Hare, William Allen & Mary Ann Debassige 
Hodgson, George and Jean “Jennie” 
Williamson; 
Hubbert, William Teasdale & Elizabeth 
Stevenson  
Hutchinson, Jonathan & Matilda Morden 
Hutchinson, James & Elizabeth Lewis 
Hutchinson Family 

Mitchell Family 
Lochead Family 
Kay, George & Margaret Holley 
Kay, John & Sarah Towns 
King, Robert & Henrietta Louise Taylor 
Love, Thomas  & Agnes Hamilton 
Love, James & Elizabeth Fields Robinson 
McDonald, John Thomas & Elizabeth Graham 
McKenzie, John & Mary Jane Griffith 
Moody, Charles & Jeannette Chambers 
Nighswander, Samuel & Elizabeth Kreider 
Phillips, John Robert Wesley & Sarah Jane 
Robbins 
Pipher, John & Dorothea Wismer 
Taylor Clan 
Taylor, Wm. & Clara Edith AmyHancock 
Sibbald, Andrew & Nancy Armstrong 
Sinclair, Thomas & Elizabeth Webb 
Smith, William & Elizabeth Trotter 
Spry, Henry & Sarah Boundy 
Van Horn, Albert George & Sarah Storry 
Vincer, Henry & Agnes Hamilton Love 
Wagg, Thomas & Susan Coleman;Wagg 
Frederick Coleman Wagg & Janet Cochrane 
Wagg, John Irkwood & Laura Pryne; 
Wedgerfield, William J. 
Williamson, James & Anne Calder 
Williamson David & Sarah Lynch 
Wyman, George & Margaret Ryckman . 

Please renew your membership for 2018 (if you have not already 
done so) by completing the form on the next page. 



Central Manitoulin Historical Society 
2018 Membership or Renewal Application Form 

The Central Manitoulin Historical Society (CMHS) is a registered nonprofit charity organization 
that is dedicated to the collection and preservation of materials, pictures and artifacts from the 
Pioneer Period in this area.  The CMHS is an Affiliate Member of the Ontario Historical Society. 

The Annual Membership Fee is $10.00 per person. 

With this Membership: 

✔ You will be supporting the collection & preservation of our local history. 
✔ You will have unlimited admission to the Pioneer Museum.  
✔One Free Family Admission to the Museum for two adults and their dependent children 
✔You will receive the annual CMHS Newsletter published each year. 
✔.You are encouraged to attend our meetings held on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at    
    the Central Manitoulin Municipal Council Chambers in Mindemoya. Please check for times. 
✔ We hope that you will volunteer for the CMHS activities that interest you. 

If you know of anyone else who might be interested in our Central Manitoulin Historical Society,  
please call Kellie Hunter at 705-377-5954 or khunter@amtelecom.net  
======================================================================= 
Name:        ______________________________________________________ 
Address:    ______________________________________________________ 
   ______________________________________________________ 
Telephone: ______________________________________________________ 
Email:        ______________________________________________________ 

Would you be interested in helping with any of the following activities?  

q Be a tour guide at the Pioneer Museum. 
q The digitization of our artifacts. Keeping our files up to date. 
q Volunteer at Special Events. 
q  Set up displays in the Welcome/Heritage Centre. 
q Help teach a class or conduct an activity at the Museum. 

Thank you for your support. 

Please return this form with your $10 Membership Fee to the: 

Central Manitoulin Historical Society Secretary 
P.O. Box 320       Mindemoya, ON       P0P 1S0


