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Central Manitoulin Historical Society 
 

zPreserving Our Past z 

CMHS is dedicated to the collection and preservation of 
materials, pictures and artifacts from the Pioneer Period 
on the Manitoulin.

• Our 2016 museum season officially started on International 
Museum Day, May 18, when we held our Historical 
Walking Tour of Mindemoya Part I. It started at the Catholic 
Church and ended at Foodland. We hope to complete Part II 
next summer starting at Jake’s and following King St. out to 
the edge of town. Perry Anglin donated a special 
microphone to use, so that everyone could hear all the 
historical information. Wilda and Wallace Campbell served 
the refreshments at the Welcome Centre at the conclusion of 
the walk. 

• Norma Hughson, Dorothy Glasby, Ted Taylor and Pat 
Costigan attended the May meeting of the Manitoulin 
Museums in Manitowaning at the Assiginack Museum. We 
had the opportunity to tour their very interesting museum. 

• On May 27, Pat Costigan shared the history of the 
Williamson Walnut Tree which is located in the Old School 
Park. This was part of the Nature Club’s very successful 
Trees Trees, Trees Conference held in Mindemoya.  

• Approximately 90 children from Central Manitoulin Public 
School participated in our “Music at the Museum” and a 
tour of the log cabin and barns on June 15th.The students 
enjoyed the wonderful music provided by Harold and Lyle 
Dewar. Our summer student, Sea Cadet Tim Van Valkenburg 
taught the students some military drills . Serving ice cream 
cones in the covered bridge was a popular way to finish the 
day. The students were given some hens and chicken plants 
from the log cabin rock garden.
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• A Central Manitoulin Sports Day, organized by Don & Burt Cooper, Norma Hughson, and the Central 
Manitoulin Historical Society was held on June 25th at the War Memorial Community Centre featuring lots 
of pictures, articles, trophies and uniforms of the different sports over the years. 

• Our Opening Day was held on Friday, July 1, 2016. Our student Museum Attendants this year were Carissa 
Holiday, Derek Bowerman and Tim Van Volkingburgh. 

• We had an exciting visitor on Friday, July 29,2016, when the Lieutenant Governor of Ontario, Elizabeth 
Dowdeswell came to see our Pioneer Museum. We were told that she was going to be a little late in arriving 
because she made an unscheduled stop at Williamson’s to help them celebrate the 96th anniversary of their 
Hardware Store. 

• During the summer months, our museum was open to the public all week, including weekends, from 9 p.m. 
to 6 p.m. This is the second year for those hours and it seemed to work well. This year we had about 1500 
visitors, which is an increase over last year. 

• Large framed portraits of early settlers, hanging on the walls of the main museum, featured some of the 
Love family ancestors. Thanks to Mark Love and the Love family for sharing those pictures with us. We 
also had portraits of William Henry & Mary Jane (Francis) Glasby, thanks to their great- granddaughter, 
Dorothy. 

• Each year we try to change our exhibits to keep people coming back to see something new. New exhibits 
this year featured: The Love Family with a focus on their 4 generations of Making Maple Syrup, a 
wonderful collection of dolls and teddy bears made by one of our members, Lorene Martell, Eleven 
Everyday Things Invented in Canada, Manitoulin Fossils created by William Scott from his extensive fossil 
collection, Museum Mysteries, Coca Cola memorabilia donated by Wayne Sanders, picture display of Early 
Businesses in Central Manitoulin, Native crafts from the Jean McLennan Collection and Personal Hygiene 
Over the Years. Our exhibit on Ethel Mulvany, Prisoner of War, continues to create a lot of interest from 
our visitors. Actually, it was featured in an article by Lorraine Malinger in the Aug.-Sept. 2016 issue of 
Canada’s History Magazine, so we had additional interest in purchasing copies of Ethel’s Prisoner of War 
Cook Book. 

• We have made separate albums featuring all the great photographs from our past exhibits: School Buses, 
The Red Cross Hospital, the Farquhar Family, Wagg’s Store and Creamery and family. 

• Special thanks to Wilda & Wallace Campbell for their many years of work on the beautiful flower beds 
around the log cabin. Wilda and Wallace have now officially retired from the job. The tulips were 
wonderful this spring. The students were encouraged to weed and water the garden regularly in the 
summer. 

• Our covered bridge is almost filled now with the family trees of our early settlers. Special thanks to Royce 
Blackwood for building all the wooden frames. Covering the charts with heavy plastic helps make them 
weather-proof. At this time we have 24 family trees hanging out there. We hope to continue adding more 
each year, so if you have a family tree that you are willing to share, we strongly encourage you to bring it 
to the museum. 

• Our Open House Heritage Day, “History in the Afternoon” was held on Sunday, Sept. 25, 2016. It is one 
method we use to encourage the local members of the community to see all the resources that we have 
available at the museum. It is also a special way to end the season!! Norma Hughson prepared a great slide 
show of pictures for our large screen tv. Refreshments included Canadian inventions: butter tarts, Nanaimo 
Bars and Manitoulin Caesars (virgin). It was a very successful day! 

• Norma Hughson, Linda Farquhar and Pat Costigan met on June 21 & 22 and again on Oct. 3, 2016. at the 
Big Lake School House  to work on a new project. Under the direction of Linda Farquhar, we 
photographed and recorded all the Big Lake School artifacts to digitize their collection.  

• This will give the Big Lake Community Association a digital record of their historically significant 
resources.
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• Over the winter, Linda Farquhar will type up a complete list of all the artifacts photographed. Next year we 
hope to do the same for the Sandfield Community so that they will have a digital record of all their historical 
documents. 

• Norma Hughson is faithful at keeping our Facebook group page current and interesting. Please check it out. 
• Ongoing Projects - Collecting the photographs and stories of our Central Manitoulin Veterans. We are hoping 

to submit some biographical information on our veterans to the Manitoulin Genealogical Club for their second 
volume of “Remember Me”. 

• On Sept. 15th, Mary Lochead, on behalf of the CMHS, made a presentation to the Central Manitoulin 
Economic Development Committee to encourage support for using the Old School as a museum. A survey was 
circulated around the community, and had over 400 signatures supporting our “Save the School” project. 

• In September, a committee was formed to look at the future options for our Historical Society and the 
Museum. Members on the Committee were: Mary and Alex Lochead, Linda Farquhar, Burt Cooper, Norma 
Hughson, Lorene Martell, Dorothy Glasby, Jane Palmer, Ted Taylor and Pat Costigan. They met several times 
and drafted a letter that was sent to the Municipal Council and the Economic Development Committee. They 
also compiled a list of “Suggestions for the Future Use of the Old Consolidated School”. Unfortunately, our 
request to save the Continuation School was turned down by the Municipal Council. At the end of October, the 
Municipality cut off the hydro to the school building, turned off the water and drained the pipes. So now this 
heritage building just sits there. 

• On Oct. 5th our Historical Society hosted the Manitoulin Island Museums Meeting at the Welcome Centre. 
• We want to take this opportunity to thank all the volunteers who assisted the Central Manitoulin Historical 

Society in operating the Pioneer Museum during the summer. We appreciate their enthusiasm and willingness 
to help with this community organization. 

CMHS Newsletter Editor - Pat (Williamson) Costigan 

======================================================================== 

Ongoing Projects
1. War Veterans’ Photo Album. Do you have a relative who served in WWI or WWII? Would you consider writing 

his/her story for our Veterans’s Book? Read the story of Duff Brown written by his daughter, Ruth Brown Pettis, 
found on page 10 of this newsletter. 

2. Early Homes of Carnarvon Township. We continue to look for pictures of the original buildings.  
3. Working on the picture album of all the churches of Central Manitoulin. Vivienne Rattray-Eaton has taken the 

photographs. 
4. Early Homes of Campbell - Pictures have all been taken by Vivienne Rattray-Eaton. We still need to write the 

text to accompany the photos. 

The Providence Bay Home 
Hardware (McDermid’s Home 
Hardware) was transformed this 

summer into The Mutchmor Galleries. 
What a spectacular mural! 

Picture from the  
Manitoulin Expositor 

May 25, 2016
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Jean ’s  Walk  Par t  1  -  May  18 ,  2016

Trees, Trees, Trees Conference     May 27, 2016
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The following is a copy of the presentation made at the Nature Club’s Conference. 

The Williamson Walnut Tree - A Notable Tree of the Manitoulin 
 by Pat (Williamson) Costigan 

   This tree is the symbol our Williamson roots in Canada which began almost 175 years 
ago. In 1841, James Williamson, aged 24, married 18 year old Anne Calder in Ayr, 
Ontario. Both James and Anne had immigrated from Scotland. After their marriage, James 
and Ann bought 200 acres near Clanbrassil, Ontario, and in the next 29 years they cleared 
and cultivated over 100 acres of farmland, built two houses, one of log and one of quarried 
stone and raised a family of nine children.  Here they planted their first grove of walnut 
trees. 

   In 1869, when Anne’s father passed away, James and Anne sold their farm in Clanbrassil and bought Anne’s father’s 
100 acre farm in Ayr. Here they planted another grove of walnut trees. They must have brought the walnuts from 
Clanbrassil.  
   Four of their children eventually moved to the Manitoulin. Their daughter Jean Williamson married George Hodgson 
in 1870 and they farmed in Clanbrassil until George heard that Crown land was being sold on the Manitoulin at a very 
good price. In 1874 they bought a 300 acre farm overlooking Lake Mindemoya and Treasure Island, and became the 
first of the Williamson children to move to the Manitoulin. Guess what they did?  They planted a grove of walnut 
trees! [They raised their 8 children on this beautiful farm.] 
   In 1876 wedding bells rang in Ayr, Ontario, for two more of the Williamson children.  Mary Ann married John 
Caddel and they also staked out a homestead on Lake Mindemoya. Joanne (a great-granddaughter of George and Jean 
Hodgson) and Jim Smith live in the original Caddel home. So the Caddels were the second of the Williamson family 
to move to the Manitoulin. Although we can not find any evidence today of walnut trees on the Caddel farm, John 
Caddel moved from that farm and built a home in the town of Mindemoya where he planted a walnut tree in their front 
yard. (That house was later owned by the Lochead family, located next too the Mindemoya Post Office, and you can 
still pick walnuts there today.) 
   The next wedding was when David Williamson married Sarah Lynch. By the time they had three children, they 
decided to join the others on Manitoulin. The “Island Williamsons”, David and Sarah, came to Mindemoya in the 
summer of 1880. David and Sarah’s trip took them by boat from Owen Sound to Manitowaning, from there by cart to 
Van Zant’s landing, by boat across Lake Manitou and then they walked about 3 miles by forest trail to the home of 
David’s sister Mary Ann and John Caddel on Lake Mindemoya.  
   First, David and Sarah lived in a log cabin near Mindemoya on the farm later owned by Marion and Jack Seabrook. 
In 1892 David & Sarah bought a farm on Lake Mindemoya and that farm is still in the Williamson family today. Of 
course, it too, has walnut trees. [Here David and Sarah raised their family of 10 boys and two girls.] 
   In 1882, newlyweds Margaret Williamson and George MacDonald, were the 4th and last of the Williamson clan to 
move to the Manitoulin. They settled near Spring Bay. Did they plant any walnut trees on their homestead?  We 
haven’t been able to find the answer to that question yet.  
   This walnut tree was taken from the Williamson farm in Ayr and planted here in the Old School Park in Mindemoya 
as part of the Williamson Reunion held at the Mindemoya Arena on August 1, 1998. The tree was dedicated to the 
memory of the Williamsons who left the village of Ayr to come to the Manitoulin: Jean & George Hodgson, Mary Ann 
& John Caddel, David & Sarah Williamson and Margaret & George McDonald. They must have been industrious, 
persevering and diligent to leave the security of their homes to go to a land where they would have to start all over 
again. Perhaps more than anything, they had a spirit of adventure to settle in a new and exciting area. 
Dated         September 1, 2015 
======== 
Note: If your family has planted a tree or shrub in the Old School Park, we would enjoy sharing your story in this 
newsletter.
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“Mus i c  a t  t h e  Museum”  Sch o o l  Vi s i t  June15 ,  2016

Do y ou  hav e  any  i d e a s  t o  h e lp  
o u r  His t o r i c a l  So c i e t y  

c e l eb ra t e  Canada ’s  150th  
b i r t h da y?

The students also enjoyed the ice cream cones at the end of their tour!!

==================================================

Thanks to Barry Williamson for our 
Fall Decorations
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Some  o f  o u r  2016  Museum Di sp l a y s

Native Crafts 
Making Maple Syrup

Lorene Martell’s Dolls and Teddy Bears

11 Canadian Inventions & 
Ethel Mulvany Display

Coke Memorabelia 
Museum Mysteries

Portraits of Early Settlers
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Our Pioneer Museum’s Log Barn 

  Log barns of this type were built by the pioneers in this area from the time of the first arrivals in the 1860s 
and 1870s until they were replaced by frame barns beginning in the early 1900s. This type of building was 
constructed from the logs available as the settlers cleared their land. The barns were built to provide shelter 
and protection from the wild animals for the settler’s oxen, cattle and horses in the stable area and a storage 
place for hay in the loft above. Since the lofts were  not large enough to store sufficient hay for the winter, the 
balance of the hay was stored in stacks adjacent to the barn. 
 This particular barn was built in 1885 by Andrew, Robert and William Porter on Lot 29 Con. A, 
Tehkummah Twp. and was purchased by the Historical Society from David and Rosalie Jaggard in 1995.  The 
barn was dismantled, moved and rebuilt in 1996 on the present location in an attempt to preserve another 
artifact from the way of life that is a part of our history. 
   This project was carried out by the following volunteers: Royce Blackwood, Wallace Campbell, Burt 
Cooper, Darryl Dewar, Harve Haner, James Henderson, Douglas Lanktree, Duncan McDermid, Robert 
Phillips. Robert Runnalls, and Garfield Vanhorn. Larry Case and Ron Nesbitt were hired to shingle the roof. 
We hope the barn and contents are enjoyed by the public as a part of the history of our area. 

==========================================

Special thanks to Wilda & 
Wallace Campbell for taking 
such good care of the flower 
gardens around the Pioneer Log 
Cabin. We appreciate all the 
work that you have done! 
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Central Manitoulin Sports Day - June 25, 2016 
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Lieutenant Governor of Ontario, Elizabeth Dowdeswell.  
Visited our Museum July 29, 2016

The Lieutenant Governor 
was presented with a copy of 
our Ethel Mulvany’s 
Prisoner of War Cook 
Book as a souvenir of her 
v i s i t t o our Pionee r 
Museum. It was a very 
special day!!
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Our Heritage Day “History in the Afternoon” on Sept. 25, 2016  

Another enjoyable event!
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The Annie Moody & Thomas Tann House  
#5204 Hwy. 542 

The original owners of this home were Thomas Alfred Tann (1859-1922) and Annie Moody 
(1870-1963). Thomas’ parents, James Tann & Kezia Mann were both born in Norfolk, England. They came 
to Canada in 1855, settling first in Scott Township, Ontario, where their children, Thomas Alfred, Mary 
Elizabeth, John Edmund, Harriet H., William and Donalda Maria were born.  Around 1879, James & Kezia 
settled on the homestead near Mindemoya in the Township of Sandfield. 

On December 18,1895, their oldest son, Thomas, married Miss Annie Moody, daughter of Charles & 
Jeannette (Chambers) Moody of Big Lake. Annie came to Manitoulin when only six years old, but she 
vividly remembered the trip, which included travelling from Manitowaning to Silver Bay by scow up Lake 
Manitou. Her family settled on the farm, known as the Moody Farm on Silver Bay Road.. After she 
married, they moved to the farm in Sandfield, where Thomas built the first Tann house on what they called 
the “house lot (Lot 30)”. In 1905 this lathe and plaster house was built by Thomas’ brother Jack, a carpenter 
by trade. It is located on Lot 29 which the Tann family had owned since 1876.  

Earlier owners of Lot 29, Con 7 were: John Robinson, Wm. Elliott, Jordon Wildman, John Hutchinson, 
James Tann, and Thomas Tann. Earlier owners of Lot 30 Con. 7 were: Timothy James Rowe, widow of 
Richard G. James, and Thomas Tann. 

Thomas and Annie had two children: Edna and Lawrence. Thomas died  in 1922 at the age of 63 but he 
had been suffering from paralysis for some time. Thomas’ obituary notes that “Thomas & Annie built a 
commodious and comfortable home here in Sandfield. Mr. Thomas Tann was one of the most prominent 
residents of Sandfield Township. He was for a number of years a member of the Sandfield council, and had 
a good general knowledge of municipal matters, had good ability, and was painstaking and honest in the 
discharge of his duties. He was a good neighbour and a kind husband and father; and it was a pleasure to 
call at his home in passing and have a chat with him. He was kind and hospitable in his manner and 
possessed a good measure of public spirit.” Annie continued to live in the house until about 2 years before 
she died in 1963. She was a widow for over 40 years. 

Photo by Vivienne Rattray-Eaton
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The next owners of this home were Lawrence (1896- 1983) and Elizabeth Hammond 
(1900-1971), daughter of George Hammond & Annie Bassingthwaite. Here Lawrence and Elizabeth 
raised their four children: Irene, Lorna, Cliff and Ronald.  

Ronald Tann and his wife Anne Marie, daughter of Leonard & Jean (Stringer) Bowerman were 
the last of the Tann Family to own this home. They have the original deeds for both lots. This property 
was declared a Century Farm in 1976 and had been in the Tann family for four generations. 

Ron died suddenly in Mindemoya on Oct. 12, 2008 at the age of 71. When the farm was sold to 
Wesley Rydall and Cody Rydall on January 8, 2010. Anne Marie moved to Mindemoya. Unfortunately 
the Tann house was destroyed by fire on Oct. 15, 2016. Cause of the fire is unknown. 

  

            Original Deed for Con. 8 Lot 29  
                    Sandfield Township

Sources: Ron & Anne Marie Tann, Kellie (Tann) Hunter, 
Manitoulin Roots, Manitoulin Genealogy Website, Manitoulin Expositor 

==========================================================================

The Original Tann House and 
“Bob” the Tann Dog

James & Elizabeth (Robinson) Love 
James Love, son of Thomas & Agnes (Hamilton) Love, was born March 
12, 1852 in Greenville, Wentworth County, Ontario. He came to the 
Manitoulin with his two brothers, Robert and Thomas in 1870. In 1876 
James married Elizabeth Fields Robinson. James was killed in a tragic 
farm accident in 1914.  
Elizabeth Fields Robinson, daughter of John & Jane (Fields) 
Robinson, was born December 6, 1859 in Ontario. She died in 
1932.  

James & Elizabeth had 10 children: Agnes Hamilton - died at 4 
months, Jane - died at 9 days, Cora - married Josias Green Hopkins, 
Norman Luther - died at 5 weeks, John Thomas - married Janet 
Gertrude Johnston, James - died at age 5, Laura - married John 
James Miller, Ethel - married Romaine Conley, Margaret - never 
married, Grace - married Wilfred Lorne Boyd.
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Dufferin Vincer Brown (1912-1979)  World War Two - Army 

Dufferin Vincer Brown was born September 5, 1912 in 

Brantford, Ontario, the youngest of three boys born to Charles 

Dufferin Brown (1883-1935) and Ada Vincer (1885-1913). 

When Ada died four months later, Duff’s older brothers, Elliott 

Franklin (1909-1975) and Joseph Bruce (1911-1983) were 

taken in by a paternal aunt in Brantford, while Duff was raised 

by his maternal grandmother, Sarah Vincer Hilborn, who was 

living in Colborne at the time with her husband Joshua Empey 

Hilborn. After Joshua died in July of that year, Sarah and and 

her grandson Duff returned to the Manitoulin.  

Duff was educated in Mindemoya at S. S. No. 1 & 4 Carnarvon 

and then would have been one of the first students in the new 

Mindemoya Consolidated School when it opened in 1922. 

After graduating from high school, Duff joined the Bank of 

Montreal, where he worked until he enlisted in the Canadian 

Military on July 1st, 1942. Three months later, on Oct. 10, 

1942, he married Marion Laurel Wagg, daughter of A. J. Wagg 

and Effie Herron of Mindemoya. The wedding took place in 

New Toronto United Church just prior to Duff’s departure overseas with the Canadian Army. 

Duff set sail on the Queen Elizabeth from Halifax Harbour on Dec. 13, 1942, arriving in England on Dec. 18, 

1942 to begin Basic Training. He was enrolled in the Royal Canadian Ordnance Corps (RCOC) which had a 

strength of 35,000 military personnel. In Duff’s position with the RCOC, his duties included procuring material 

goods required by the Army, from clothing to weapons, as well as being responsible for maintenance and 

repairs. Duff served in the United Kingdom and Continental Europe. He received the Canadian Volunteer 

Service Medal and Clasp, the 1939-45 Star, France and Germany Star, and the Defence Medal. Corporal Brown 

B2571 was discharged from the Royal Canadian Electrical and Mechanical Engineers on Nov. 20, 1945.  

After the war, Duff returned to Mindemoya and helped operate Wagg’s Ltd., the family Creamery Business 

which made butter, ice cream and milk from local dairy products. He also served as Postmaster until his 

retirement in 1977. Duff enjoyed participating in many sports, playing baseball, hockey, lacrosse, and golf. He 

and Marion had 3 children (Frank, Ruth, and Jean) and 3 grandchildren (Cynthia, Cheryl, and Joel Pettis). 

Tragically, Duff and Marion were killed in a plane crash on Carter’s Mountain, Charlottesville, Virginia, on 

March 3, 1979. Memorial services were held in the Mindemoya United Church on March 10, 1979, and both 

were buried in the Mindemoya Cemetery. 

Written by his daughter, Ruth Brown Pettis. 
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About the Artist - Beatrice Becks

Who's Who on Manitoulin - By Toby Rainey  

   Tucked away behind a pair of impressive stone gateposts on a quiet road near 
Mindemoya, there nestles an idyllic, modest farmhouse. The owner of this tranquil dwelling is every bit as 
lovely as her surroundings, a lady with a continual smile, who treats everyone as a friend, and who has the 
knack of making everyone's load seem a little lighter. A close friend of hers said: "If anyone on this earth 
deserves to go to heaven, it has to be Beatrice.” In her 75 years, Beatrice Becks has endured more than her 
share of sorrow, yet she prefers to talk about the good times she has seen, and chooses to think of the present 
and the future. "There is so much yet I want to do," says the sprightly great grandmother, who is enrolled in her 
second year in a Cambrian College art course at the high school and is turning out some very striking paintings. 
   Mrs. Becks was born in 1902 at Elizabeth Bay, moving to Mindemoya to clerk at Wagg's store in 1920. She 
married Neil Becks in 1922. And their child, Effie, was born in 1923. When Effie was still a baby, the Becks 
moved to the Soo where Neil worked in the steel plant. When the plant closed in the Great Depression, and 
work was non-existent, the family came back to Mindemoya. Neil had been badly injured and shell-shocked in 
World War 1, and his injuries forced him to become a semi-invalid while still a young man. Years after the war, 
Dr. R. B. McQuay discovered a bullet lodged so close to Neil's heart that it moved each time his heart pumped. 
   The Becks moved to the present farm-house in 1936, where Neil died in 1943 as a result of his war wounds. 
Mrs. Becks never forgot the kindness and solicitude of her friends and neighbours in these difficult times and 
speaks with special warmth of Dr. McQuay, who sometimes walked to the house over unplowed roads to tend 
to Neil's illness. 
   Mrs. Becks and her daughter lived alone at the farmhouse until Effie was married. In 1946, on a visit to 
Toronto, Mrs. Becks decided to answer an ad in the paper for a cook and housekeeper. She was amazed to find 
that her new employer was actor Lorne Green, who was then running a radio announcer's school and doing 
radio broadcasts in Toronto, and who latter became "Ben Cartwright" in the "Bonanza" series on television. 
She remembers Green as a "wonderful man-just like Mr. Cartwright on the TV." 
   One Spring in Toronto, Mrs. Becks saw an old man selling pussy willows on a busy street corner, and the 
sight triggered such a wave of homesickness that nothing would do but that she return to her beloved 
Manitoulin and her old farm home. 
   In 1947, Mrs. Becks's daughter and son-in-law, Effie and John, and their children moved to Mindemoya and 
lived with Mrs. Becks. John was in poor health, and died in 1949, when his son, also named John, was only 
four months old. Having partly raised her own daughter by herself Mrs. Becks considered it natural to pitch 
right in and help Effie raise her fatherless family of four. The family stayed with Mrs. Becks until the children 
were all through school and away on their own. Friends of Mrs. Becks still speak with wonder of this 
boundless courage shown by the small woman in those days before women's lib was the vogue. To help make 
ends meet, Mrs. Becks became cook at the Red Cross Hospital in Mindemoya, where she remained for 22 
years until she retired in 1969 amid great honour. She was held in such high regard by both patients and 
hospital staff that she was asked to cut the ceremonial ribbon officially opening the new hospital in 1970. 
   After she retired, Mrs. Becks found time, finally, to do some of the things that she had wanted to do all her 
life. She has done some travelling, and is very keen on her newly-discovered talent for painting, turning out 
splendid scenes in oils for her friends. One of her paintings hangs in the main foyer at the hospital. She is also 
very active in the United Church Women, the Women's Institute, and the Hospital Auxiliary. Life is always just 
a little brighter wherever Mrs. Becks goes. 

The original of this painting of our Pioneer Log Cabin was painted by 
Beatrice (Williams) Becks and is hanging in the log cabin. Here is an 
article from the Manitoulin Expositor written about Beatrice around 1979.
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Please renew your membership for 2017  
by completing the form on the next page. 

Remember - Your membership entitles you to: 

1. Unlimited admission to the Pioneer Museum 
2. One Free Family Admission to the Pioneer Museum 

for two adults and their dependent children. 

CMHS Executive - 2016 
President - Ted Taylor   705-377-5649    tedeve@amtelecom.net 
Past President - Bill Taylor  705- 377-5140    bgtaylor@amtelecom.net  
Vice-President - Linda Farquhar  705- 377-6619    biglakelin@amtelecom.net  
Secretary - Kellie Hunter   705- 377-5954    khunter@amtelecom.net 
   Dorothy Glasby    705-377-4140    glasbdor@ymail.com 
Treasurer - Ruth Frawley    705- 377-5700    centralm@amtelecom.net 

Acting Curators - Pat Costigan  705- 377-6640   patriciawilliamson39@gmail.com 
     - Norma Hughson 705- 368-3416   nlhughson@manitoulin.net 
Newsletter Editor - Pat Costigan  705- 377-6640   patriciawilliamson39@gmail.com

We are still looking for more Family Trees or Family Histories! 

 Or could we help you chart your family tree? 

 Here are the family trees added this year: 

Brown  - Ai Brown & Mary Ann Chambers - 
Cooper  - William Perkins Cooper & Sarah Anne Kendall 
Cooper  - John Perkins Cooper & Elizabeth Bennett 
Galbraith - Laughlin Galbraith & Janet Cameron 
Hare - William Allen Hare & Mary Ann Debassige 
Taylor - William Taylor & Edith Hancock 
Smith - William Smith & Elizabeth Trotter 
Spry - Henry Spry & Sarah Bound 
Van Horn  - Abraham Van Horn & Amelia Ann Whitney 
Van Horn - Albert George Van Horn & Sarah Storry 
Wagg  - Frederick Coleman Wagg & Janet Cochrane 

mailto:tedeve@amtelecom.net
mailto:bgtaylor@amtelecom.net
mailto:khunter@amtelecom.net
mailto:centralm@amtelecom.net
mailto:patriciawilliamson39@gmail.com
mailto:nlhughson@manitoulin.net
mailto:patriciawilliamson39@gmail.com
mailto:tedeve@amtelecom.net
mailto:bgtaylor@amtelecom.net
mailto:khunter@amtelecom.net
mailto:centralm@amtelecom.net
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Central Manitoulin Historical Society 
2017 Membership or Renewal Application Form 

The Central Manitoulin Historical Society (CMHS) is a registered nonprofit charity organization 
that is dedicated to the collection and preservation of materials, pictures and artifacts from the 
Pioneer Period in this area.  The CMHS is an Affiliate Member of the Ontario Historical Society. 

The Annual Membership Fee is $10.00 per person. 

With this Membership: 

✔ You will be supporting the collection & preservation of our local history. 
✔ You will have unlimited admission to the Pioneer Museum.  
✔One Free Family Admission to the Museum for two adults and their dependent children 
✔You will receive the annual CMHS Newsletter published each year. 
✔.You are encouraged to attend our meetings held on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at    
    the Central Manitoulin Municipal Council Chambers in Mindemoya. Please check for times. 
✔ We hope that you will volunteer for the CMHS activities that interest you. 

If you know of anyone else who might be interested in our Historical Society,  
please call Kellie Hunter at 705-377-5954 or khunter@amtelecom.net  
======================================================================= 
Name:        ______________________________________________________ 

Address:    ______________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________ 

Telephone: ______________________________________________________ 

Email:        ______________________________________________________ 

Would you be interested in helping with any of the following activities?  

q Be a tour guide at the Pioneer Museum. 
q The digitization of our artifacts. Keeping our files up to date. 
q Volunteer at Special Events. 
q  Set up displays in the Welcome/Heritage Centre. 
q Help teach a class or conduct an activity at the Museum. 

Thank you for your support. 

Please return this form with your $10 Membership Fee to the: 

Central Manitoulin Historical Society Secretary 
P.O. Box 320       Mindemoya, ON       P0P 1S0


